WAKE   UP,   PEOPLE   OF   ENGLAND !                  377
would it not be far wiser to allow Japan to continue her
policy in Manchuria and to retain her rights there, and in
this way to secure British interests in China and a real Open
Door ? And, as a further precaution, to throw open part of
Australia to Japanese immigration ?
Were the matter dealt with in this way there would be
no need to appeal to the sword : an appeal that would be
made at incalculable cost and would leave some third party
to collect the 'fisherman's gains5.
If England refuses to see the very evident justice of this
contention and goes to war with Japan, she will have to be
prepared, if, as we are supposing, she wins, for reprisals, for v
a third, a fourth, and possibly a world war.
As a precaution against a war of reprisal, she might
deprive Japan of the Pescadores, of Formosa, and of the
chain of islands between it and Japan, of the Ogasawara
Islands (Bonins), and of the mandate for the Pacific Islands
north of the equator. She might take these herself, or share
them, or their mandate, with America. To keep Japan shut
in she might make some of these islands as nearly as
possible impregnable. As a further step, she might possess
herself of the oil-fields in the southern half of Saghalien, or
she might take over the part of guardian of China.
But what would England gain by taking over the mandate
for the Pacific Islands ? They are of no economic value:
they are over-populated : they could only be of strategic
value.
To make the Pescadores, Formosa, the Loo Choos, or
the Ogasawara Islands impregnable would be to threaten
the Philippines and Guam, and would get England into
difficulties with America.
In other words, there would be more danger than ever
of war in the Far East, where the situation would be greatly
complicated.
The result of the attempts at the Paris Peace Conference
to place restrictions on Germany shows very clearly what
would happen if England were to act as outlined above.
The war to end wars seems like enough to have been a war
to make other wars. To attempt to repress the activity of a
spirited and rising nation is more likely to cause war than
to prevent it. For England to exploit her victory to bind
Japan hand and foot and to check her expansion and pro-